»

32nd Annual Eastern
Tennis Hall of Fame Celebration

¥ to benefit the o

) ¢

Junior Tennis Foundation X
Grant and Scholarship Programs

X



*
* |
2019 David N. Dinkins Scholarship Award Winners

»

Keisha is a 14-year-old left-handed tennis player
who started playing the sport at just six years old.
Four years ago, she joined the winter early morning
community program at Cary Leeds Tennis Center in
New York, and has been the beneficiary of their gold-
medal honors for the past two years. Keisha attends
Uncommon Leadership Charter High School in New
York and maintains a perfect 4.0 GPA. Her favorite
subject is English, and she loves to read. Keisha is

a huge Serena Williams fan, but her favorite player

is Venus, because, as Keisha understands, Venus
works hard and never complains despite her setbacks.
Keisha was chosen as the “Principal’s image” at her
elementary school and provided the opening speech at her graduation ceremony.
She was also chosen as “TUSKS” Queen (Tenacity, Understanding, Scholarship,
Kindness, Self-Discipline) at her 8th grade graduation ceremony. This recognition
was very special for Keisha, since it is the highest honor given to a scholar at her
school. Last summer, Keisha was selected to be a ball person at the US Open.
Keisha believes that with the help of her coaches at Cary Leeds Tennis Center she
will become a great tennis player in college—and beyond.

Keisha Marcellin

Tristan Thomas H_ydcr

Tristan began playing tennis at the age of five at
the City Parks tennis program at Willowbrook Park
in Staten Island. He has subsequently spent every
summer on court and, more specifically, has been an
enthusiastic, committed, dedicated junior player with
the City Parks Foundation (CPF). He has worked his
way up the pyramid of programs offered by CPF from
the beginner level, through to advanced, and has been
a member of the Lacoste Junior Tennis Academy for
the past three years. Tristan—along with his sister
Sasha—also had the great honor of representing the
CPF in a Chase Bank commercial that ran nationally
P Wy during the 2013 US Open Tennis Championships‘ As
level ?PS up his junior career, he plans to continue pursuing tennis alt the college
fresr{m”Stan has been a recipient of the Loyola McKinnon Schollarsmp since his
Semagtan year an‘d maintains a 4.0 GPA. He also has received first honors every
Secodnder smc§ his second semester of his freshman year (he is CLnr(ently in his '
e semester of junior year). Tristan's favorite player on the tour is Nadal and his
rite school subject is history.




Kit Byron

Kit Byron’s remarkable coaching career
spans decades and has made an impact on
thousands. More than 150 juniors who went
on to become Eastern, USTA and WTA-
ranked players learned the fundamentals of
the sport under his watch, including French
Open gquarterfinalists Kathleen Horvath (1983,
1984), Melissa Brown (1984) and Terry Phelps
(1985). Horvath—a former world No. 10 and
the only player on the WTA tour to defeat
Martina Navratilova during the latter’s historic
1983 season—credits Byron directly when
recalling her many tennis accomplishments.

“Although | left to train in Florida when |
was 13, all my success in tennis was due
to Kit's coaching expertise and unwavering
dedication,” Horvath says now. “We spent
about four years together, but they were the most important years in a female tennis
player’s development—those years lay the foundation for success.”

Byron, who played for the Rutgers University Men’s team, actually graduated with a
degree in journalism. He was “headed right to Madison Avenue,” he says, when he
looked around and saw that indoor tennis was starting to take off as a business, and
decided to pursue a career in the sport he'd played since childhood. That pursuit quickly
paid off: In 1972, Harry Hopman, the revered former Australian Davis Cup captain-
turned-tennis director at the Port Washington Tennis Academy, hired him to coach.
Byron says

“Port Washington was really the center of all things tennis in those days,”
“| was lucky

of the famed institution that produced John McEnroe and Vitas Gerulaitis.
enough to be on the court coaching a lot of the top players of that era.
echnigue and notes

Byron developed an instructional style that emphasized strong t
“In all honesty, | was

that he borrowed from all the pros who taught him growing up. -
a very average player,” he says. “[But] | had a lot of very good mechanical instruction
from the pros. So | built my own coaching on the sound fundamentals | had received
from these old wizards of tennis—the guys who wore the long, white flannel pants
They were just geniuses of stroke mechanics."

In 1973, Byron transferred that style over to Rye Racquet Club, where he Jaunched
the Rye Tennis Academy with Australian pro Rod Brent. The program—and Byron—
became renowned for producing top talent throughout the 1970s and 1980s; I
addition to Horvath, Brown and Phelps, Byron taught many nationally-ranked juniors
who went on to become college tennis stars, including Stanford’s Scott Moody,
Harvard's Bill Stanley and Yale's Lynn Rosenstrach.

“| was single during that period of my life,” Byron says. “So | just threw myself into X
traveling and going to tournaments with the players. | felt that was a very big thlnﬁ o
what a player does on a teaching court and a match play court can be entirely di le

In order to understand how they can develop their game and develop as match piay

winners, you have to be there with
them, watching them.”

But he's also quick to credit the juniors
themselves. “These top players have
the absolute desire to win,” he says.
“Kathy Horvath, Melissa Brown...they
were dedicated, absolutely dedicated.
You couldn’t get them off the tennis
court! They had a desire to win, a great
work ethic, and packaged in there was
a great degree of natural talent.”

Over the years, Byron received multiple
coaching offers in Florida, but he always
opted to stick with his flourishing
operation in New York. A budding
passion for entrepreneurship influenced
that decision—he became a partner at Rye Racquet in 1985 and took over ownership
of the club a decade later, and by the mid-1990s, he owned or partly owned four clubs
in the region. His focus on these endeavors (and away from elite junior development) just
happened to coincide with the rise of popularity in USTA Leagues. He received several
requests from club members to coach their teams, which Byron at first turned down.

tbove: Byron and Kathleen Horvath at Eastern
Women's Clay Court Championships

“When | finally said yes, | said to the women, ‘I'll do it, but you'll have to promise that
you'll allow me to work with this team like you're athletes, which you are,” he says. “|
wasn't going to coddle them. | said, ‘I'm not going to make it some hit-and-giggle type of
[activity]’. We expect them to be on time, they come to practice, and they work hard.”

Byron's approach yielded incredible results. Over the last 30 years, more than 15 of
his teams have gone on to the National
League Championships in divisions 2.5
to 5.0. Three (in divisions 4.0, 4.5 and
5.0) have won.

“We started it the right way, and
it's grown," he says. “Now we're
consistently in the top of the groups.”

In addition to his exemplary coaching
record—of both juniors and league
players—Byron has actively worked to
grow tennis in his community. Through
Rye Racquet's partnership with the
',1‘;,,,,,,,. Scott Moody, Byron, Melissa Brown and USTA, the game has been introduced
€y Phelps at Port Washington Tennis Classic to over 3000 students in five local
schools. And Byron is a former two-
Who has sat on e ‘ tgrvaSTA Eastern vice president
undoubtedly anan s Junior Tennis Council. It's all in service to a game that has
ged his entire life.
“Tennis has ta
has been both

ght me that you can be in a business that you really enjoy,” he says. “It
a pleasure as a sport and achieving as a career.”



Bid Goswami

Bid Goswami is among the winningest
coaches in college tennis history. From the
time he took over the Columbia University
Men's Tennis program 37 years ago to his
retirement announcement this February,
Goswami had led the Lions to 13 NCAA
tournament appearances and 13 Ivy
League championship titles, including the
last five consecutively from 2014-18. The
team has had seven Sweet 16 finishes:
Three times at the NCAA Tournament

and four times at the Intercollegiate
Tennis Association National Indoor
Championships. Four of his athletes have
received the vy League Rookie of the
Year, six have been named lvy League
Player of the Year and Goswami himself
was honored with the first-ever lvy League Coach of the Year award in 2015.
He will finish his career with more than 500 wins.

Looking back, Goswami marvels at getting the position in the first place. I
never had any college coaching experience or played college tennis in the
U.S.," he says. ‘I played tournaments and | was a teaching pro in a club. These
days if you're not an assistant coach somewnhere, there's no way you would
get a head coaching position. | am grateful to the selection committee for
entrusting me with the job."

Goswami learned to play on grass courts in his native India and was a member
of the 1974-75 Indian Davis Cup squad. He had some success as a part-time
touring professional, winning the Indian National Doubles title in 1978 and the
Indian National Singles title the following year in 1979. When the Columbia job
became available, he was working as the head pro and tennis director of the
Westchester Country Club, a position he'd acquired in 1977 after settling in
New York. (Goswami would continue working for Westchester concurrently with
the Columbia job until 2012.) Goswami didn't hesitate to apply to Columbia,
even though it would definitively end his time on the tour. ‘I really saw it as an
extension of my tennis career,” he says now.

Goswami describes his debut coaching year as “tough”, but it didn't take much
time at all to right the ship. In just his second season on the job, the Lions won
an vy League Championship and went undefeated (17-0) heading into the
NCAA tournament, where they ultimately lost to Pepperdine. Goswami credits
a mix of strong recruitment, hard work and university support for the success.
But the change can also be attributed to the young coach finding his groove.

“| knew it was the job for me, and | never looked back,” Goswami says. “There
was never a question of doing something else. | always thought, ‘Wow, I've
found the thing | really love.""
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Fellow Inductee Nick Greenfield, who
played for Lafayette College during this
time, recalls crossing paths with Goswami
at a match in Florida. “I saw Bid hitting
with his top two players—| was supposed
to play one of them later that day,” he
recalls. “And | remember thinking to myself
as | was watching, ‘Thank God I'm not
playing Bid!"

Over the years Goswami has evolved his
coaching style, particularly as the game
has become much more physical and
conditioning and nutrition have become
such large indicators of success. But
two things he's always maintained in

his regimen are a fastidious work ethic
and a strong belief in personal attention.
“l always put in a lot of hard work,” he
says. “And | tried to talk to each player
individually, even though [in college] it's a team sport. [When | started)] | felt like |
was a good big brother [to the athletes]. Later, more of a father. Now, probably
a grandfather! That coaching part, I'm really going to miss.”

Goswami during his pro touring days

Goswami places a high value on building these
relationships; he considers the over 150 players
he's coached family. It's fitting, then, that one

of those former players (and Goswami's very
first recruit), Howard Endelman, will step up to
take over after Goswami retires at the end of the
2018-19 season. Endelman has served as an
associate head coach since 2010, and Goswami
credits him for much of the team’s recent success.
“He’s a great recruiter, and he's very passionate,”
Goswami says. “We complemented each other
very well."

With Endelman at the helm, Goswami knows
Columbia men’s tennis is in good hands. He
knows the team will continue to prosper, and in
ways, he underscores, that extend beyond the Ws
and Ls. “I'm very proud to say all the players over
the years have a 100% graduation rate,” he says.
“They're all very successful in their chosen field. |
think that's my single greatest achievement as a coach as | retire after 37 years.
Yes, you love it when you win. The hard work that you put in is great. But what
these young men have become in life is something | really take pride in and
cherish. | don’t think you can beat that.”

lbove: Goswami after winning the
Indian National Singles Title



Nick Greenfield

When Nick Greenfield was just
thirteen years old, he watched in
abject horror as his father lost in the
finals of a summer community tennis
tournament. Visibly upset, tears in his
eyes, Greenfield responded the way
any loyal son would respond under the
circumstances: He vowed revenge.

“That was the initial motivation [for
playing tennis],” Greenfield says now
with a laugh. “I wanted to work on
my game so | could beat the man
who beat my father.”

Ibove: Greenfield with James Blake

Vengeance may have compelled

Greenfield to pick up a racquet, but

a sustained love of the sport over the years propelled the New York native
to become a ranked Eastern junior and Division 1 college player, and later, a
tennis magazine entrepreneur and USTA Eastern employee.

“| really just loved tennis,” he says.

And from the very beginning of his competitive career, Greenfield had good
reason to feel that way. Less than a year removed from his father’s fateful loss,
Greenfield took part in his first-ever tournament, the Port Washington Winter
Classic, in February 1979. The freshly-turned 14-year-old beat two tournament
veterans to qualify for the main draw and then, in his first main draw match,
defeated a nationally-ranked player, 6-4, 1-6, 7-5. He ended up falling in the
second round to a young Patrick McEnroe, but the strong results right out of the
gate gave Greenfield confidence and belief. By the end of the ranking year, he was
the 23rd-ranked player in the East in the 14 and Under division.

Greenfield spent the next four years dedicated to and in awe of Eastern junior
tennis. “l loved the culture, the atmosphere,” he says. “| viewed the players
ranked high as superstar celebrities. Going to a tournament where they were
playing was intimidating, but exhilarating.”

Greenfield next headed to Lafayette College where he played No. 1 Singles for
the Division | School, winning four singles and doubles conference titles and
leading his team to three team conference championships. Upon graduating
with a degree in economics and concentration in computer science, Greenfield
launched Eastern Roundup Magazine, a project he'd worked on as a teenager
in the spring of 1980.

“Playing juniors, every match | played, if | lost to somebody, I'd want to know how
they did in future matches,” he explains. “Whoever you lose to, you want them

to win the tournament. It was frustrating to lose a match and then I'd either have
to stay to find out the results of the tournament, or I'd have to go to the next
tournament and find out who won the last one. So that's where | got the seed for
Eastern Roundup. If | felt this way, shouldn't other kids feel this way as well?”
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Greenfield, a fifteen-
year-old at the time,
partnered with

two of his friends,
Sven Salumaa and
Philip Capell, to
create a publication
that produced

the drawsheets of
local tournaments.
Greenfield's father,
who worked in
advertising, helped
them print it.

lbove: Greenfield and his Lafayette teammates

Salumaa’s mother, a
ranking chairman, provided the connection to the tournaments. And Capell's
father, a lawyer, handled legal issues, like setting up a small corporation.

Business boomed—for three months, at least, until everybody involved got
busy with school and work.

Now post-college, Greenfield believed a market

for Eastern Roundup still existed. He partnered

with another close friend from his junior days, Mark
Verebey, along with Nancy McShea, to make it a
reality. Verebey handled much of the marketing, while
Greenfield—putting that concentration in computer
science to good use—developed programming that
could receive tournament results and place them in
draw sheets that could be printed out.

“This was before any of the computing that we have
today,” Greenfield notes. “I had to create special
programs just to be able to print out a draw sheet—
there was no way to do that back then.”

The weekly publication lasted four years, and to this
day, Greenfield cites that time as one of the greatest
periods of his life. “It was a dream job,” he says. I

got to be around tennis. We got to help a lot of kids
with their colleges because we wrote profiles on

them —they were able to show schools more than just
a record. | think it really helped create an excitement
toward Eastern tennis.”

lbove: Greenfield at the

net during a match at
Lafayertc Greenfield eventually left the tennis world for the world
of finance, though not before a three-year stint as a staff

member of USTA Eastern, where he established their first computer network and
helped bring all their publications in house. He still loves the game and plays as

much as he can. And yes, Greenfield did get the chance to exact his “revenge”—in a
friendly match against his father's opponent the very next summer. Ultimately, though,
Greenfield and his father got something much more rewarding out of the sport.
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Carole Wright

Carole Wright was one of the most
accomplished tennis players from
New York in the 1950s and 1960s.
Ranked No. 1 in the East for an
astounding seven years—and

as high as No. 16 nationally—
Wright captured the New York
State Championship title three
times, the USTA National Indoor
Championships twice, the Canadian
Indoor Championships once and
medaled in the Maccabiah Games.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., near the now-demolished Ebbets Field, Wright took up
tennis because her brother insisted she learn a sport; he believed she could
serve her way out of their working class circumstances. (“He would say he had
the brain and | had the brawn,” she explains.) Indeed, she showed so much
promise early on that the West Side Tennis Club offered her free lessons. But
she didn’t become a superstar overnight.

“My first tournament, I lost 6-0, 6-0," Wright recalls now. “My opponent taught
me how to keep score. And my opponent’s parents taught my parents how to
keep score! We were very new at this whole thing.”

She ﬁgL_Jred it out soon enough. Despite that inauspicious first match, she began
to dgmlpate on the junior circuit. By the time Wright was 15, she held the No. 1
ranking in the Girls’ 16 and Under and Girls’ 18 and Under divisions in the East
simultaneously. At 16, Wright began competing exclusively in adult tournaments.

"Was‘ I'excited about becoming No. 1? | guess for a few days,” she says. “But
then it was onward.”

évem t\;VI;quht.hlt a slump a few years later, she began practicing at the

businessmeglment Tennis Armory on Park Avenue and 68th Street. Several

ks adviseer? who also played there took some time to informally coach her

S er on how to refine her game. Primarily, they suggested that
right, who played left-handed, try serving and volleying.

;Z?C%h;”ge;ir;tabcncs proved ‘transformative, as Wright not only started winning

e this%imé ut major national tournaments. Her career really flourished

Championshi period, and she collected her two U.S. National Indoor
pionship titles as well as the Canadian Indoor Championship title.

“Indoor courts are fast, so i
u . ’ serve-and- elpe ’ :
Espe<>|ally bei ga ]efh iR volleyi g helped a great des l !

Wri ;

st;Er: ;‘ﬁwuaznl’etlred from competitive tennis in 1964 to get married and

the city at the Wa”ysytears later, in the early 1980s, she began giving lessons in

Manhattan. One ni htree;]RachBF Club and then Crosstown Tennis in Midtown

Kennedy’s, with so?ne' fs' © Was wining and dining at an Irish restaurant,

be by their table whil ﬂ%nds, The owner of the restaurant just happened to
While Wright and her party discussed why Ireland had never
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ht speculated that Ireland probably
home and didn’t give the conversation
he owner of Kennedy's knew a guy at
y at the Irish Lawn Tennis Association.
d asked

produced any good tennis players. Wrig
didn’t have any indoor courts. She went
much further thought. It turned out that t

the Irish airline Aer Lingus who knew a gu
(“It's a small country,” she says with a laugh.) They contacted Wright an
her to fly out on a free trip to Ireland to see about building some courts.

“| mean, it was really weird,” Wright says. “This was all from drinking [at an
Irish restaurant].”

But Wright did cross the pond.
They ended up finding land

on which to build some indoor
courts, and The Irish Lawn
Tennis Association Wright Tennis
Center in Dublin, Ireland was
born. Wright ran the facility for
several years, traveling back
and forth between countries on
weekends, in addition to her
responsibilities as a teaching pro
at Crosstown.

In 1992, New York City tennis
legend Skip Hartman enlisted
Wright to join the staff of one of
his clubs, the Roosevelt Island
Racquet Club. She has served
as the Co-Director of the All City
Junior Tennis and Sports Camp
and the Assistant Director of the
All-City Junior Tennis Program
ever since.

“I really appreciate Skip giving
me the opportunity to teach
here all these years,”she says. Top: Wright on the court with a few junior players

Bottom: A brochure for Wright’s tennis facility in

Ireland

When she first started giving
lessons, Wright taught both adults
and children. But she found that
she really enjoyed working with kids and has focused on them exclusively.

“| didn't have to hear the problems of adults,” she explains with a laugh. “Also,
children tell great stories.”

Even though she maintains her brother gave her no choice in taking up tennis,
Wright is grateful for the sport. “I'm proud of [the relationships],” she says. “All
the people that I've met in my lifetime who were tennis players. I'm still friendly
with some of them.” And, if nothing else, she still got that free trip to Ireland.



