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LOUISE CASH

By Nancy Gill McShea

The tennis reporter Mike Farber wrote in the Jqu
27,1975 issue of The Bergen Record, “Beating L,Ol{lse
Cash in a Bergen County tournament is something
like waiting for a bank error in your favor. It could
happen but don’t hold your breath!”

Louise has rated headlines as a famous New Jersey
tennis champion for 50 years, ever since she started
playing Eastern junior tournaments at agc‘ll. But
she has also won two world tennis championships
and is a well traveled athlete whose dazzling 15-foot
trophy case spreads across an entire wall. Her road
trips around the world and throughout the U.S. are
sprinkled with cherished memories and exhilarating
highlights, which add up to an inspirational tale of

how to succeed in sports.

Louise Cash defeated Margaret Russo to win the
women's 45 world singles title in Buenos Aires,
Argentina.

She has played tennis with and against Grand Slam
event champions such as Margaret Court — at the
Lpngwoqd Cricket Club in Massachusetts: Bobby
Riggs — in a2 mixed doubles exhibition in La Jolla
Callfomla; and Virginia Wade — in a national cup team‘
match in France. She upset the No. 4 seed Francoise
Durrin the 1982 US Open women's 35 event and then
fell 1}:31 the semis to Billie Jean King.
ut it was in the women's 45 fi i

rgcord_cq her most impressive viclor?le(:‘ﬂ;; L\f:cl;:
after giving birth to her second daughter, Karen, she
won the USTA national 45 singles title at Moricn 1
Pennsylvania. In 1990 she and Barbara Mueller shared
the top prize in the world doubles event in Yugoslayia
In 1994 she won the world singles title in Buen ‘
Alres, Argentina, To date, she has filled her tre. s
chest with 29 USTA tennis balls WOn in senior nalaif):;cl

events — 11 gold for first place, 17 silver for second.
and one bronze for third.

A true Eastern veteran, Louise ranked No. | i
every Eastern junior age division and this past January
she won the Louise Cilla Senior Player of the Year
award. She began competing in sectional team play at
age 17 and her name has been etched in the lincup; of
23 Sears Cup and 15 Addie Cup events. She has also
competed for Eastern on every USTA national cup
team, from the 35s through the 50s, and still plays on
the Addie Cup and the 55 intersectional teams.

With that background, it was no surprise when
Louise called from the road in early March with a new
tournament update as she headed to Cincinnati, Ohio,
to play on the President’s Cup team at the National
Platform Tennis Championships. Her team finished
third and she won 4 of her 5 matches. Tennis is her
main sport but she’s a 27-year veteran of platform
tennis competition and has won national doubles titles
in the 40, 50 and 60 age divisions. Reached on her
cell in mid-March, she reported that she was on court
competing in another platform tennis tournament.

Last fall, she traveled to Tucson. Arizona, to com-
pete in the 4.5 USTA National Senior League Tennis
Championships. Her team finished third among 17
entrants.

Louise’s husband Paul passed away ten years ago,
and she quickly focused on the family’s athletic pur-
suits to help her children Lauren, then 12, and Karen,
9, rebound from their loss. “Life goes on and you do
the best you can,” she said. “...Being competitive
athletes keeps my girls busy and builds their confi-
dence. So you keep moving.” When Louise won the

adeé

competed in a 1980s’ ITF team cup maich in France
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national 40 mixed
doubles title in
California, Lau-
ren was the ball
girl for the match.
Last spring, Lou-
ise accompanied
Karen, a high
school senior, to
Florida to com-
pete in an interna-
tional junior golf
challenge. Karen
will play No. 1
on the golf team
this coming fall at
East Stroudsburg University in Pennsylvania. Louise
also accompanied Lauren to national junior tennis
tournaments around the country until she started driv-
ing north to Massachusetts to watch Lauren, now a
senior at Boston College, play varsity tennis.

Beginnings often trigger motivation. When Louise
was a kid she had fun playing baseball with the neigh-
borhood boys but switched to tennis at age 9 when her
father [Frederick Gonnerman] told her “they’ll never
let you on the boys™ team...Let’s start you playing
tennis.” She took lessons from Frank Brennan at the
Oritani Field Club and won her first Eastern junior
tournament at the Montclair Golf Club. I beat Judy
Dixon, now the head coach at UMass, to win that
tournament,” she said.

Louise Cash defeated Francoise Durr in
the women's 35 event at the US Open
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Lauren (I) and Karen Cash are accomplished athletes

like no other person I know...My daughter Allison
and Karen [Cash] played for the Northern Highlands
High School Varsity team. Her girls are respectful and
considerate and for this I give credit to Louise. When
she lost her husband Paul she stepped up, encouraged

Louise remembers that whenever she lost in

them to participate in sports and helped them to dig
deep to be the best. But what is amazing is that Louise
still succeeds in sports herself.”

the

final of a junior tennis tournament her mother Irene
“Well Louise, you're a bridesmaid today,

“Louise has a reputation for being precise,” said  1o¢ the bride.” Louise says now that if her mother is
Nadine Netter Levy, a lifelong friend who first met j66king down from above tonight she will say, “Well, F
Louise across the net in an Eastern 13-and-under Njom, this evening I'm a bride wearing a diamond
Jjunior event. “She has great hands and is extremely ac- i, » = S |

curate with her shots. She is agile, light on her feet and
a very intense competitor...very tough mentally.”

Louise recalls that Nadine beat her soundly back
then but Louise, always courageous, pressed onward
and decided to try the women’s tennis tour straight
out of high school in the mid-1960s. “In those days
Billie Jean King, Margaret Court, Rosie Casals and
Francoise Durr were all playing and I would lose in
the first round,” she said. After two years she real-
ized nothing was going to happen there, and again,
undaunted by defeat, she started teaching tennis all
over Bergen County and became a head teaching pro
For her efforts, she was honored with the YMCA
Bergen County Woman Athlete of the Year Award,
in 1969 and 1972.

Louise’s friend Irene Feldsott admires her qualities,
including her tenacity. “It is rare and fortunate to meet
a person who makes you feel such admiration,” Irene
said. “My introduction to Louise was at our tennis club
in Ridgewood. We developed a bond while watching
our daughters play. Louise focused on her family
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Louise Cash and Bobby Riggs won a mixed exhibition in
LaJolla, California



ROBERT A. SCHMITZ

By Nancy Gill McShea

A family friend gave Bob Schmitz a used tennis
racket for his tenth birthday, and right then and there
he started prepping for a role in every aspect of the
organized game. In a tennis career that spans more
than 60 years, Bob has thrived on the court as a cham-
pion, as the captain of a U.S. team that won a wprld
championship and as a playing member of victorious
intersectional team events. Off the court, he has been
honored for his work as a high-ranking volunteer and

d ator, a ¢ ity philanthropist and ten-
nis businessman, all while he pursued a successful
management career with General Electric and raised
a family of tennis players with his wife Barbara.

Success stories can often be traced to a mentor,
and Bob said his father Anton hit a few tennis balls
with him and got him going. Before long, he and his
friends were stringing nets across the wooden floor
of the local armory during the rough winters in the
Albany area, and he started winning in junior tourna-
ments which in the early 1950s featured a 16-player
draw. He moved on to Lafayette College, played No.

From left: 15-Love stalwarts Herb Shultz, Arthur Ashe,
Randy Treece and Bob Schmitz. .

1 singles and was captain of the tennis team, In 1958
he ea_m)eddant:acdxeslolz's degree in industrial engineer-
ing, joined the U.S. Navy and twi
tennis championships. T e AL e
In 1962 he went to work for General Electric and
adqed a master’s degree in industrial administration
which prepared him for a high level managemen£
career. After several assignments he achieved the posi
tion of Manager, Information Technology and Qulﬁi ;
Systems, fqr GE.'s Power Generation Division z
he worked in that capacity until he retired in 19‘92n
Bub says that his business background which :
critical for his G E. career, also helped h}m [{ bWas
effective leader in tennis. He was the original I:fo:n:n

tion Technology (ITT)
Committee chairman
for both the USTA and
the Eastern section.
In the mid-1990s he
developed the USTA's
first initiative in ten-
nis applications on
the computer and then
upgraded the Eastern
office with broadband
servers and internet
communication.

He served as Eastern’s president in 1986-87,
logged three terms as the treasurer of the section, was
a longstanding member of the Finance Committee
(1984-2005) and is still a member of both the Eastern
and Junior Tennis Foundation Boards of Directors.
Eastern honored him as the 1996 Man of the Year and
presented him with a half dozen other awards -- for
management and club service and member organiza-
tion support — and in 1983, the entire Schmitz clan
won the Family of the Year Award.

On the national level, he was the captain of the
U.S.men’s 45 Dubler Cup team that defeated Germany
to win the 2004 world championship, and he was the
captain of the USTA Stevens Cup. He chaired or was
the vice chairman of the Information Technology, Indi-
vidual Membership, Olympic and the National Tennis
Center Committees, and served on 8 others as well.

His friends say he has juggled the demands of busi-
ness and tennis well because he is smart, organized.
dependable and passionate about his tennis.

“Bob was really my mentor,” said Sue Wold.
Eastern’s Northern Region vice president. “He quietly
helped me to understand the big picture in tennis-

“Bob’s involvement in our 15-Love program 1>
significant,” said Herb Shultz, the president of 11-"
Love, who pointed out that Bob has served for _l;
years as the executive vice president on the bn:{rd 0”
the inner-city tennis program which has over 2 .()U’
young participants involved annually throughout ‘I'“'
Capital Region. “He was instrumental in brm‘.—’”z‘:
Eastern into the formation of 15-Love at the ouhd\-
He chairs our program committee and makes sure
activities are delivered in a consistent and qu“l'l[‘"\
manner. Without Bob...our program would 10t 2
Where we are today....not even close!”

His friend Nitty Singh explained that her i
Buzz won the 2008 World TeamTennis Champio®
ships in Sacramento, California, and that Bob, l_",hll\
position as the operational owner of the Schcned:f‘m
Racquet and Fitness Club, had sponsored the ted

The G.E. Executive.

New York
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from Day 1. She
also confided that
when she meets
Bob for lunch at
Gershon’s Deli
“he always or-
ders the same
sandwich -- with
chips. He eats half
the sandwich and
takes the other
half home -- with
the chips -- so

epic battle with
the marathon run-
ner Don Flynn
on a blistering
hot July day in
(Schenectady’s)
Central Park.
They were both
G.E. guys and typ-
ically had 3-4 hour
matches. Bob, be-
ing from the old
school, drank very

he’ll be in shape
to play tennis lat-
er that day...

“He even trained before his [double] knee replace-
ment [in March of 2007], rode his bike three miles a
day, won a club doubles championship the day before
his operation and then checked into rehab right after sur-
gery so he would get back into competition faster.”

Five months after surgery, Bob was back on the
court playing tournaments, and by year’s end he
ranked No. 6 in Eastern men’s 70s, 52nd nationally
and 15th in the USTA Super Senior Father and Son
category with his son Tom. That kind of motivation
has earned him rankings in 6 USTA age groups and in
every Eastern category, from the men’s open standings
through all the senior divisions. He also played on
three 4.5 North-
ern teams that
advanced to the
USTA League
Tennis Nation-
al Champion-
ships.

“There is no
tougher com-
petitor,” said
his friend Ger-
ry Cuva, who
played doubles
with Bob in
1985 on the first
Northern team
that qualified
for nationals.
“Once he steps
over the base-
line he’s brutal!
I remember his

From left: Tom and Bob and opponents at 2007 USTA Father-Son nationals.

Bob and Barbara's tennis family: back row, from left -- son David, Barbara and

little water, and
after he finally
won the match the
paramedics arrived and carried him off.”

“Copy that!” Jack Bauer would say in the TV hit
series “24". This reporter recorded a similar Schmitz
thriller in a June, 1986 issue of Tennis Week magazine:
“Eastern defeated New England to win the Atlantic
Coast Men’s 45 Intersectional Championship, but
to reach the finals...Eastern edged Mid-Atlantic
4-3 in a dramatic showdown. With the dual match
deadlocked at 3-all, Eastern President Bob Schmitz
and Tony Moreno were down one set and 1-4, 15-40
on Schmitz’s serve in the second...Schmitz rallied...
and with Moreno salvaged the tense three setter, 5-7,
7-6(5), 6-2...That same day, Schmitz’s son Tom, a

e senior and the

?s“"v‘u R % No. 1 player for

k SUNY-Albany,

was a singles

quarterfinalist

and won All

American hon-

orsatthe NCAA

Division 111

National Cham-
pionships..

“There was
tremendous
pressure that
day...!”™ Bob
Schmitz said.
“Copy that!”
Tom Schmitz
would say

Bob, daughter Carolyn, her husband Chris Drake and son Bill; middle, from
left -- David’s wife Maureen, son Tom and his wife Colleen, grandchildren Erica
and Sarah and Bill's wife Katherine; front, from left -- grandchildren Ryan,
Robert, Vaughn, Caroline, Claire, Augusta, Emma and Elizabeth. (Not pictured.

grandchildren Owen and Reilly.)
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SID SCHWARTZ
By Nancy Gill McShea

Sid Schwartz’s daughter Heidi Resnick says there
were always people on her family’s tennis court when
she wasakid. “Icame home one day and (the basketball
stars) Dr. J. (Julius Erying) and John Havlicgk were
playing,” she said. “My father taught tennis to a

Charles Friedman reported in The New York Times that Sid
Schwartz was a first-rate attraction when he traveled the
world tennis circuit.

bunch of guys who played football for the New York
Giants. The Wimbledon champs Chuck McKinley,
Arthur Ashe and Dick Savitt came to the court. And
we had house guests. Ham Richardson once
stayed with us when I was in 2nd grade and he
came to my school assembly.”
Some of Heidi's neighbors joined her in the

celebrity watch on the court that Sid built in
1972 in Kings Point, Long Island. They might
have seen Vitas Gerulaitis, Renee Richards,
Bill Talbert and John McEnroe all show up in .
one day to play tennis there,

_ “He invited all the best players he knew to
his court.” said Fred Kovaleski, a frequent guest ©
who spent time with Sid on the world tennis
circuitin the 1950s. “He was a gracious host and
got great pleasure out of entertaining us all.”

Isaacs reported: “Sid’s opponent Anthony Lieber-
man said, ‘I gave him a twist serve that took him off
the court at his backhand. His return was a soft, high
bounce left of center. I was coming toward the net. . |
jumped and hit a high backhand shot that took him off
the court at his forehand. I didn’t figure he’d be able to
go forit, letalone get it.” Lieberman continued running
and leaped over the net...ready to shake hands. .. Sid-
ney...ran furiously...to return the shot. Miraculously,
Schwartz got his racket on the ball...it lofted high in
the air...over the net and plopped to earth...for a win-
ner.” Sid won the match and the tournament.

“We did have a wonderful time.” said Sid, who
enjoyed entertaining the fans. “There were about 200
people in the stands and I thought they would fall out
of the stands. They were doubled up, howling.”

Savitt said recently. “Sidney could make a great
shot from almost anywhere on the court. One of his
best moments was when he won the first set, 12-10,
from Lew Hoad at Forest Hills.”

Richards concurred: “Here was this charismatic
New York kid testing the great Lew Hoad on grass in
front of a packed house. It was thrilling.”

“Sid had every stroke,” added Kovaleski. “He hit
the ball very hard and had wonderful touch, a rare
combination. He was so talented he frequently risked
losing and hit a fancy shot rather than go for anormal
winner in critical match situations.

“And we did have a good time. When we were
playing the Egyptian International Champi(m?hlp\,l
was driving Sid to his hotel in downtown Cairo. the

Sid’s peers say he's a charismatic, sociable sig (1) won the 1953 All Army singles title at West Point

guy with a great sense of humor. In his day, he

was a gifted tennis player and a fierce competitor who
was often a featured attraction. In fact, the columnist
Stan Isaacs once dubbed him “Fast Sidney” in a piece
cnli_tleddle Saga of Lieberman’s Leap, when Sid
retrieved an impossible shot o i
S (funs_ n match point at the

and
traffic slowed and Sid pulled out a water pistol ¢

soaked a traffic cop. I was an undercover CIA 4
at the time so [ hit the accelerator and took off-~ ur
Sid’s competitive tennis journey spanned I,D[\
decades. It began in the early 1940s when his paren!
Herman and Pauline encouraged him to pl

agent

ay, and
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ended in 1981 after he won his second national
senior clay court title with his University of
Miami teammate Tony Vincent.

In 1944 he ranked No. 1 in the Eastern boys’
division, No. 3 in the U.S., won the New York
State Championships at Syracuse and was a
singles semifinalist and the doubles champ
at the USLTA national boys” tournament in
Kalamazoo, Michigan.

He came of age in 1945 at the 7th Regi-
ment Armory in New York, when at age 16
he upset Gardnar Mulloy, then ranked No. 3
in the U.S., and advanced to the quarterfinals
of the U.S. men’s indoors. He also defeated
Sayitt that year at the Armory to win the na-
tional junior indoor championships and was

The hostess Mrs. Rose (ctr) greeted (I-r) Fred Koval

hwartz,

later a 7-time doubles champ at the memorial  Chuck McKinley and Bill Talbert at a tennis exhibition for cancer.

tournament there for Fred Scribner, who died
in the Korean War.

In 1945, 46 and "47, Sid was a student at Erasmus
Hall High School in Brooklyn and won the Eastern
Interscholastic singles and doubles titles. In 1947 he
was named to the U.S. Junior Davis Cup team and
was on his way.

Richards was a ball kid for Sid at the Armory in
1948 when he took Bill Talbert to five sets at the
U.S. men’s indoors. “He had a big game and great
reflexes that were very suitable for the boards,”
Richards said.

Brooklyn native Jeff Rose watched Sid come to the
attention of local tennis fans in the late 1940s at Brook-
lyn’s Mammoth Tennis Courts, a complex of 52 clay
courts that was the hub of tennis activity. “Sid would
play exhibitions against Charlie Masterson there,”
said Rose, who played under Coach Masterson at Poly
Prep. “Their matches were equal parts ballet and war,
not unlike (Jack) Dempsey versus (Gene) Tunney. Sid
won most of those battles and even sophisticated tennis
folks watched in disbelief as the warriors made one
impossible backhand return after another.”

i

i\
From left, Sid and Naomi Schwartz, David Din
the US Open “Final 8" Club

Areview of Sid’s most impressive stats shows that
he ranked No. 11 in singles and third in doubles in the
United States. He played on scholarship at the Uni-
versity of Miami from 1947-1950 and won the 1953
All Army singles title at West Point. He competed at
the French, Italian and Wimbledon Championships
in 1955 and ‘57 and recorded victories over Grand
Slam event champs Pancho Gonzalez (1948-49 U.S.
Championships) at the Eastern Grass Courts in Or-
ange, N.J.; Vic Seixas (1953 Wimbledon, 1954 U.S.
Championships) at a U.S. tournament in Buffalo;
Jaroslav Drobny (1951-52 French, 1954 Wimble-
don) in Weisbaden, Germany; and Merv Rose (1954
Australian), Budge Patty (1950 Wimbledon), among
others. While touring on the Middle Eastern circuit,
he was twice a doubles finalist with German great
Baron Gottfried von Cramm — in Cairo and Alexan-
dria. Back home, he was a singles quarterfinalist at
the 1950 U.S. National Championships at Forest Hills,
an accomplishment that netted him elite status as a
member of the US Open “Final 8" Club.

What Sid’s stats don’t show is that he is also a
concerned citizen. He lives in Florida now but back
in the 1970s he was the president
of the Great Neck, N.Y., chapter of
the American Cancer Society. His
father had been a smoker and died of
lung cancer. Sid was also a smoker
and after his father passed away he
promptly visited a hypnotist to quit
the habit, became a big advocate of
anti-smoking and hosted tennis exhi-
bitions to benefit the cause.

“I quit smoking on a Monday,
August 1, 1970 at 9 am.,” said Sid
Schwartz, a man known for his pas-

| sion and determination.

kins, Vic Seixas and guest at
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SHERIDAN (SHERRY) G. SNYDER
By Nancy Gill McShea

On his second birthday, Sherry Snyder's mother
Edythe wrote anote to herson to save for posterity: “You
didn'tlike your party at all,” she wrote, *...AS soon &5
you are old enough you can tell me how you d like to
telebrate it and we'll do it that way. .. What can you do
and what are you like now that you're 22...You can MW
and catch a football very well. You can hit a tennis ball
with a racket (sometimes). You don’t say much that’s
distinct enough to be understood.”

He certainly speaks distinctly now. Sherry is a world
famous entrepreneur in the biotechnology field, and ev-
erybody understands exactly how he likes to do things.
After graduating from the University of Virginia in 1958
he began a career as a credit analyst for the New York
Trust Corporation. But creating new products intrigued
him, 50 in 1962 he founded his first venture, Cambridge
Machine Corporation.
He has since made a
career out of taking new:
ideas, primarily of a
technological and sci-
entific nature, develop-
ing them into some 13
major companies and
then merging with or
selling the businesses to
larger companies while
retaining partial owner-
ship. In 2002 he was
awarded an Honorary
Doctor of Law degree
from the University of
Dundee in Scotland for
his contribution to the
University’s bioscience
research center. And in
2004 he received the
Officer of the British
glmpire title from Queen

izabeth for his contributi i . =
s lechnololg!;/l,)u"on to the United Kingdom’s

Bu this is a tribute t tSTon: .
tions (o tennis. He revvgdsl}::r}?i]ssszigllnslgfam czmnblf'
home court in Sea Cliff Long Isz 8o rion bis
G e » Long Island, where his father,
beorge, taught him how to hit a tennis ball m
sistently. At UVA, he played No, | sin o ore con-

the captain of the tennis lez'xm an§ Sl s,
“Athlete of the Year" Not S Was named the
tinued 10 be a passion, £ly, the game con-

Sherry’s longtime tennis friends say that he created

Head of the Class -- Sherry (1), captain of UVA’s Varsity team.

1 G shio) and Chadlic (Pasarcll) challenged
10 try tO Impact grassroots tennis,” Sherry saig “The
sent me a 14-page memorandum they ha rlil‘cn uj\
yellow pad and helped me raise money to get it “.l;l”-]d‘l
Les Fitz Gibbon, a president of Eastern, suggesieq “t,
we create a ‘little league’ of tennis, with kL[miurm\m]l
organized the first chapter at the Harlem playground
used it as the beta site while developing the scorine
team orientation, matches without instruction, c(i
Skip Hartman offered to help and later ran the New York
chapter. He has done a fabulous job.”

“Sherry developed ideas into viable businesses and did
the same thing for the NJTL,” said Skip. who sponsored
a site in 1970 and was appointed the president of the
NYJTL in 1971. “Sherry initially asked Gene Scott and
Stu Ludlum to run the program in New York City and co-
ordinate the expansion
of the operation..."

“Sherry’s expertise
is bring a product
to market,
Benton., w ho man
the national NJTL pro-
gram in its early years
in Washington, D.C
“Sherry knew how to
spot a good idea and
made a career out of
giving ideas structure,
and in the case of the
NJTL, setting up local
organizations

“The traditional
USTA pathway was
that kids needed to
learn how to play be-
fore they were allowed
to play. Our idea was t0
invite kids to come to
1 and then they Il

the park, put on a team shirt, have fun
want to play.”

“Sherry...is creative, he conceptual 1. whose
ecutes, which is the hard part,” said Donald DC[ NJTL's
company ProServ enlisted Coca Cola to be the )
first corporate sponsor. “We all had a dmg{ﬂ“\“

Neil Amdur publicized the program in ”“'I ¢
Times, including a piece entitled Disorder on'’ II pment
in which he chastised the USTA’s junior devel u;" e
committee for insisting at its 1970 annual nlt‘“"nfx the
the NJTL kids wear V;'hilc uniforms. “With “lll-‘xmmu
problems of reaching youngsters interested 11 ,L‘ ['u\(—
how to play,” Amdur wrote, “it took a dy uumlb‘ ym its
erner, Sher}dun G. Snyder...to shake lh_c group r]:v-'ml“
lethargy with a candid explanation of his Pm» pros
for reaching youngsters in the inner-city-

izes and then heex-

ork
ourt,

oW

- ; N
N N l N
Sherry Snyder (1) chats with a new tennis player in the
NJTL program.

Sherry says now: “I explained to the committee that
this was a novice program, that the kids would have
team names like the Tigers, wear red and blue uniforms
and have intra-park competition to get them started...
Neil came running out of the meeting and told me not
to be discouraged. He stood up for me...

*“Neil, Ray, Skip, Donald, Gene, these are my heroes.
Solid people! Gene and Donald were natural competitors
in tennis (both Yale and UVA law school grads). I was
always trying to make peace between them. For my 50th
birthday party they walked into my house arm in arm as
their gift to me. It brought tears to my eyes.”

Sherry chaired Eastern’s grass court circuit and pro-
moted other tennis causes in the late 1950s and 1960s
and then focused mainly on his business interests. But he
resurfaced in tennis to reminisce about his friend Gene
Scott who passed away suddenly in March of 2006.
Sherry recalled a tennis fundraiser he organized and ran at
C.W. Post College on Long Island to energize tennis and
benefit the Family Service Association of Nassau County.
Billie Jean King and Gene were the marquis players.

“I have known Gene aka “Butch™ for 53 years,” he
wrote. “We started our friendship when he was 16 and
challenged me to a match at the Cold Spring Harbor
Beach Club and I had to give up my teaching lesson with
Jane Fonda. I will always be grateful that I gave up Jane
for Gene...Gene was always there willing to help any
tennis effort...Gene and Billie Jean King played the first
inter gender match at C.W. Post when we needed to create
excitement. Gene played Billie Jean a 21 point set, staked
Billie 11 points and won 23-21. Billie turned around and
donated her appearance money to the charity...I wonder
if young ones today will ever understand champions and
tennis pioneers like Billie and Gene.”

In 1963, The New York Times ran a July 11 article
that stated: “Sheridan Snyder announced that the Nas-
sau Bowl, one of the oldest and most prized trophies in
tennis, is being put back in competition.” Sherry revived
the grass court invitational with the help of his friend
Gene, who recruited many of the world’s top players.
The U.S. Davis Cup Captain Walter Pate had started the
tournament in 1913. In the 55-year history of the event

at the Nassau Country Club in Glen Cove, N.Y., players
who have collectively won 50 Grand Slam singles titles
competed there, including Americans Bill Tilden, Jack
Kramer, Bobby Riggs, Vic Seixas, Stan Smith, Chuck
McKinley, Arthur Ashe, Dick Savitt and Australians John
Newcombe and Roy Emerson.

But in 1968, the weekend golfers at the Nassau Club
balked that the tennis tournament was taking space on
the first fairway used for parking. The New York Times
ran a story, Nassau Bowl Off; Substitute Event Sought,
and Sherry negotiated with New York City Mayor John
Lindsay to run the tournament in the city’s public parks.
I rented rooms at the Roosevelt Hotel and gave the
players cab fare to get to the sites.” Sherry said. “I sent
Ray Moore (of South Africa) up to the Harlem River
Playground to play his match and kids got a glimpse of
the courage needed to play tennis at that level. One kid
even yelled, ‘Remember the Alamo!””

Sherry also assisted Joe Cullman, chairman of the US
Open in 1968-69, by developing a corporate program
along with the US Open Club in the basement of the
Forest Hills stadium. Sherry knew it would be smart to
create a luxurious environment for executives to enter-
tain their clients, so he hired the set designer from the
play “The Fantasticks” who developed a pink and white
canvas décor in one day.

At last year’s US Open, Sherry accepted the Intercol-
legiate Tennis Achievement Award, presented annually
to past collegiate champions who have achieved excel-
lence in their careers and contributed to society. In 1999,
UVA was going to eliminate its major tennis facility and
Sherry committed to financially rebuilding a 13 court
tennis complex, including an electronic scoreboard, now
named the Sheridan G. Snyder Tennis Center. And again,
in 2006, he made a large donation to his alma mater to
create the Translational Science Research Center, a new
UVA Cancer Center and a Children’s Hospital. UVA
named the structure the Sheridan G. Snyder Building.

What motivated Sherry Snyder to accomplish all
of the above? For one thing, his mother suggested a
few goals for him at age 2. And you can bet that the
thousands of kids who learned to play tennis in the
National Junior Tennis League program would say
today that he has met those goals.

Sherry (r), winner of the 2008 ITA achievement award,
inrroduced Stan and Margie Smith (1) at the Nassau Bowl in
the 1960s

31



