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Barbara Williams accepts the prestigious "USTA
Service Bowl" award in 1985 from USTA president
Randy Gregson.
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Alastair Martin was congratulated by resident pro
Ray White for winning an invitational tournament
at The Homestead in Virginia in 1957.
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Bob Barker receives congratulations from tourna-
ment director Lenny Hartman after defeating Steve
Ross to win the Brooklyn Indoor title in 1974.
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Ron Holmberg and CIiff Richey (I to r, center),
winners at the 1968 Sugar Bowl tournament in
New Orleans.

Ron Holmberg reaches for a backhand in his 1969
Wimbledon match against Tom Okker of The Neth-
erlands.

The late Harold Lebair, pictured above with 1949
Wimbledon champ Ted Schroeder and runner-up
Jaroslav Drobny, was the first American chair
umpire to call the men's singles final on the All-
England Club's famous center court.



ALASTAIR B. WTIN

In early 1969, a piece by Neil Amdur in The
New York Times featured a banner headline:
"Martin, New Tennis Chief, Seeks Twin Goal
of Unity, Expansion." Alastair Bradley Martin
of Glen Head, Long Island and New York City,
who had rated newspaper headlines for 30
years both as a tennis player and administra-
tor, was about to assume the presidency of the
U.S. Lawn Tennis Association.

Martin thought like a player and felt for-
mer players should have a say in the way the
gameisrun. The presidencyin'69-'70,however,
was a tough assignment. Tennis was in turmoil
with the advent of "open competition" between
professionals and amateurs in 1968; it was a
time of dramatic growth, unlimited commer-
cial opportunities, power struggles, and
uncertainty. Martin had supported the Brit-
ish revolt which led to the ITF's sanctioning
of Open tennis, and now it was his turn to
consolidate the transition into the Open era.

Tennis writers in the N.Y. dailies were
quick to point out that although he was a
product of the Park Avenue-Princeton-East-
ern establishment, a man who had enjoyed a
wealthy upbringing and aristocratic heritage,
Martin was a realist.

‘When he was president of the Eastern Lawn
Tennis Association in '64-'65, he said, "One
of the drawbacks we face in trying to improve
thesituationin tennisisits stuffed-shirt image.
We haven't projected our stars; Open tennis
might help.”

He was an early supporter of introducing
tennis to children in the public sector. The
Eastern Tennis Patrons, of which he was co-
leader, donated several thousand dollars to
theN.Y.C. Board of Educationin the '60s. "We
sponsor annual clinies in the parks of New
York, Long Island and New Jersey," he said.

And we were instrumental in having tennis
put_ |pto the regular curriculum of physical
training in the schools...this is a major break-
thrqugh.” Later, when he was presidentof the
National Tennis Foundation in '72, he in-
creas_ed the organization's support of junior
tennis programs in majorcities; and privately
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he organized ajoint effort with the Boy Scouts
of America.

Martin played tennis in prep school, at
Deane in California; and at Princeton, where.
he was graduated in 1938. He competed on
the Eastern clay and grass circuits before and
after World War II (he served as a Captain
in the U.S. Army during the war). In the '50s
he ranked among America's best tennis play-
ers in singles, and held an ETA ranking in
singles and doubles for 11 straight years among
some of the most accomplished players of the
day—Bill Talbert, Dick Savitt, Sidney Wood,
Jr.,andfellow'90 ETA Hall of Fame inductees
Ron Holmberg and Bob Barker.

He also achieved national and interna-
tional stature in court tennis during the '40s,
'50s and '60s. He was the U.S. National Court
singles champ eight times, its doubles titlist
10 times, and the British champion in singles.
Butreporter Allison Danzignotedin The Times:
"Martin happens to be the best amateur court
tennis player in the country and probably the
world...But it is for his contributions to lawn
tennis that he has been singled out by the
pros." The U.S. Professional Lawn Tennis
Association honored him withits annual award
%)g distinguished service to tennis in-May of

When Martin retired from the USLTA
presidency, Danzig wrote, "I regret that you
are stepping down...There never was a time
when tennis was more in need of the leader-
ship of men like yourself — men of character
whose only interest is to serve the game...Too

often profits and prize money are the only
yardsticks of success and progress. Hardly
anyone seems to give a thought to the future
(champions) or takes steps tomake it possible
for more of the youth of the land to be intro-
duced to a game that will give them pleasure
and good health for life...I know you are con-
cerned about this...I have so great a respect
for you as a man of integrity and honor who
says only what he means and believes."
Alastair Martin was inducted into the
International Tennis Hall of Fame in 1973.

RON E. HOLMBERG

In the late 1950s and '60s World Tennis
magazine frequently paid tribute to Ron
Holmberg's tennis ability: "Holmberg can do
more with a tennis ball than any other player
of his era... There is no shot that is beyond
hisaptitude... Histouch, power and strokemak-
ing are beautiful to watch..."

Indeed, the U.S. Tennis Association Offi-
cial Encyclopedia of Tennis cites Holmberg
as one of "the leading tennis players of his
day.” He ranked among the top 10 in U.S.
men's singles 10 times during the '50s and
'60s, he was a semifinalist at the U.S. National
Championships, a quarterfinalist at the
French, and he won the singles and doubles
crowns at the Canadian Open in Toronto,
among other titles.

His record was impressive, but more im-
portantly, Holmberg was aspectator's delight.
Steve Flink, the present editor of World Ten-
nis, says, "Ron was his own kind of player,
a consummate stylist, which made him stand
out. Hereminded me of (Ken) Rosewallin that
he was so effortless. He could hit winners from
everywhere." In fact, Flink remembers watch-
ing him play Rosewall in the Wimbledon
warmup at the Queens Club in the late '60s.
Holmberg was down a set and 2-love, but after
a rain delay he found his timing and com-
pletely took over the match. "He was bril-
liant!" says Flink.

Holmberg learned the game in his native
Brooklyn at Fort Greene Park and progressed
through the N.Y.C. parks system. He played
No. 1singles for Bishop Loughlin High School
in Brooklyn and won the City's Public Parks
Championship, but his potential carried him
beyond his roots into the national arena when
he was 14. He met teaching proJohnNogrady,
who was a tremendous help, especially with
match-play strategy. And in 1953 at age 15
he won the boys' 15-and-under doubles title
at the Nationals, was triumphant in both
singles and doubles at the Indoors, and won
his first match at the U.S. Nationals in Forest
Hills.

At 16 he was an early "protege" of the
USTA's Junior Davis Cup program, and he
capped off his successful junior career })y
beatinghis old friend Rod Laver for the junior

singles title at Wimbledon in 1956. In '56 and
'57 he was a playing member of the U.S. Davis
Cup team, and he was twice the NCAA doubles
champ during his college days at Tulane, in
'57 and '59.

During the past 20 years Holmberg has
established an international reputation as a
junior and adult coach. He ran a junior camp
at the Kent School in Connecticut; coached at
the U.S. Military Academy, West Point; and
he taught at an adult camp with his pal,
Australian Roy Emerson, at the Palace Hotel
in Gstaad, Switzerland in the summer of 1989.

"Teaching is terrific," says Holmberg. "It's
fun to work with a group when everybody en-
joys being there... I do not choose to teach
people strictly on ability, but on their desire
to learn. For this reason all my lessons are
enjoyable."

His teaching reflects his approach to life.
"Ron is a direct person and uncompromising
in his principles," says one former student.
"But he's also carefree. His personality comes
across on the tennis court. He talks about the
game in very precise terms yet he believes
players should spend time just fooling around
on the court (other than practice). Players that
dothatlove the game and learn tobe creative.”
The Holmberg philosophy: "Hit the ball as
hard as you can and as close to the lines as
you can, 't miss !"

Ron Holmberg is multi-faceted. He worked

as an ESPN broadcaster over a three-year
period, including the United States' 4-1 win-
ning effort over Czechoslovakia in the 1981
Davis Cup match. His life is one of a jet
setter—always on thego, socializing with many
successful people in the entertainment and
sports industries who have become good
friends. His daughter Holly (“the light of my
life") has gone off to college at Emory Univer-
sity in Georgia so he has more flexibility to
travel. Incredibly, he plays in regular pickup
basketball games all around the country every
opportunity he gets. "Basketball is my first
love,” he says, "probably because 1 was better
at tennis... My good friend John Andariese
(the voice of the N.Y. Knicks with Marv I’Qbefk)
Kknows basketball the way I know tennis, but
weboth love the othersport...Lifeis that way.
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Like any ambitious junior analyst who
works for a firm on the New York Stock E)g-
change and commutes on the Long Island Rail
Road, Bob Barker should have been studying
The Wall Street Journal the morning of Sept.
2, 1955, Instead, he turned to the sports sec-
tion of The New York Times to check out the
featured opening day matches at the U.S. Na-
tional Championships (now U.S. Open) in
Forest Hills, N.Y. He was shocked to see that
HE was scheduled to play at 1PM that very
day.

}‘,'I was so startled and excited," Barker
recalls, "I read it twice!" He immediately put
in an SOS call to his father Richard who
collected Bob's tennis gear and met him at
Forest Hills for his historic debut on grass. He
lost that match in five sets, but at age 25 he
was just beginning his long successful career
in competitive tennis.

The story is revealing. Barker did not ex-
pect to get in to the nationals that year—he
had not received written notification and he
hadbeen rejected the year before. Plus, he had
never played the junior circuit so his tourna-
ment experience at the game's highest levels
was limited (except for outstanding results at
Manhasset High School on Long Island and
Colgate University). But he was never re-
Jjected again. He competed in the men's draw
atthe U.S. Open untilhe was 35, won national
titles (the USTA 35 and 45 Clay Courts), and
set Eastern records for 35 years.

"Bob has been one of the most respected
Eastern players over the past three decades,"
says tennis promoter Lloyd Emanuel. "In
addition to his national titles, he dominated
every ETA adult age division, and remarka-
bly, held his own against top players well into
his forties. His achievements are a tribute to
his intense spirit and excellent physical condi-
tioning."

Indeed, Barker, often described in the press
as "a stockbroker capable of tennis heroics,"
hasaccumulated more than 60 ETA and USTA
rankings,includingbeingrankedin ETAmen's
singles for a record 20 consecutive years and
earning the No. 1 ranking in every age cate-
gory. At age 29in 1959, he wasranked No. 6 in
ETAmen'ssinglesright behind Ron Holmberg

and Dick Savitt who were Nos. 4 and 5, respec-
tively, in the U.S. top ten that year.

In 1956, Barker was runner-up in the Suf-
folk County Championships in St. James, L.I.
Interestingly, the draw featured three ETA
Hall of Famers spanning three generations.
Barker, then 26, beat Alastair Martin, 41, in
the semis; and later that day he lost to Yale
freshman Gene Scott, 18, in the final. It
was Scott's first title in men's singles and he
remembers it well. "Bob is a cross between a
pit bull and a poodle," says Scott. "Off court
he's agentlefineguy, but he's a great competi-
tor."
Barker has achieved his greatest success
on clay, his favorite surface. In 1961 he met
Arthur Ashe in the finals of the Eastern Clay:
Court Championships at the Oritani Field
Club in Hackensack, N.J. Barker was 31 and.
Ashe was 17. Mel Woody of the Newark Eve-
ning News reported, "There must have been
40 or 50 key points in the grueling five-set
match...Barker twisted his ankle early in the
third set which may have cost him eight or
nine points...It took four match points before
Ashe pulled out the 6-3, 2-6, 6-3, 4-6, 6-4
marathon victory." Losing has its compensa-
tions, however. Smiling wryly, Barker says, "I
played the tournament (at Oritani) for 18
years. I was getting older and never won it so
they felt sorry for me and gave me the sports-
manship award."

Barker is also an author. His 1975 novel
Love Forty about a stock broker obsessed by
tennis, drew rave reviews from the experts—
Bobby Riggs, Times reporter Allison Danzig,
Dick Stockton, Ashe and Scott. Said Riggs,
"Only a top player could have written Love
Forty. Thisis what competitive tennisisreally
like." And Scott added, "Barker thoroughly
explores the psychological aspects of a semi-
professional's daily routine, and his own on-
court experience provides a real-life tone that
has rarely been duplicated.”

Despite a busy tennis schedule, a Wall
Street career and thelabor involved in writing
a novel, Barker directed a junior tennis pro-
gram in Great Neck, N.Y. in the'70s, has been
an ETA tourn t director and chai of
several ETA committees.

BARBARA S. WILLIAMS
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HAROLD A. LEBAIR

Harold Lebair devoted more than 40 years
of service to promoting the game of tennis.
He was widely respected for many admin-
istrative contributions to the sport, but he
was perhaps most well known as a tennis
umpire and linesman.

In 1949 Lebair was the first American
(and non-British) chair umpire to call the
men's singles final at Wimbledon. (Ted
Schroeder of the United States edged
Czechoslovakia'sJaroslav Drobny for the title
in five sets.) Lebair recalled feeling a little
nervous climbing to his perch on Wimbledon's
famous center court that year. At one point
during the tournament he inadvertently
announced the wrong score. He said later,
"To my horror and shame, 14,000 voices cried
in unison, 'Oh, no Mr. Umpire?' It could have
been worse, I suppose. Imagine what abaseball
or basketball crowd would have done to me!"

As a linesman he made headlines when
the U.S. beat Australia at the 1938 Davis
Cup match in Philadelphia. His famous
footfault calls on Australian Adrian Quist
prompted banner headlines: "Lebair Wins
Davis Cup for America!" He had called seven
foot faults on Quist, a number unheard of
in those days. "I can still hear the boos,"
he would say 20 years later. "But the umpire
backed me up. What's more, Harry Hopman,
the Australian captain, got up and defended
me before the crowd.”

Among Lebair's fondest recollections was
a sporting gesture he doubted would ever
berepeated. Gottfried von Cramm, the German
tennis player, was locked in a duel with
America's Don Budge. Von Cramm served
an ace, then turned to Lebair, who was a
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linesman for the match, and said, "I foot-
faulted then, didn't I?" i

Lebair was treasurer of the U.S. Lawn
Tennis Association from 1958-'67, and aschair-
man of USTA umpires from 1941-'52 he
the first to use female umpires in the Fo
Hills stadium during the U.S. National Ch
pionships. He chaired and/or was a mem
of 11 USTA committees, including e
the USTA president's committee that
and modernized amateur tennisrulesin 19
In addition, he was a tennis member o
U.S. Olympic Committee from 1958

He also received two prestigious t
awards. In 1948 the Tennis Writers
ciation honored him with its annual
as the man who had done the most for t
that year; and in 1951 he received the
T. McGovern trophy, given annually tc
umpire who does the most for tennis
ciating.

In private life, he was a member
national advertising staff of The Net
Times from 1936-'65, when he retired. P
sonally, he was described as a tall
man who dressed smartly and
ahomburg. He was distinguished f
walk, rapid speech and brimming
he always found time to be frien

Born in Philadelphia, Lebair atten
University of Pennsylvania and w
areporter for the Philadelphia Publi
before moving to New York in 1€

He settled on the South Shore
Island in Lawrence with his wife L
three daughters, and launched a lo
in tennis, advertising and local ¢
service. He died in July of 1967.




